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I haven't read all the classics. I know very little about all the 
philosophers. And I prefer to do exciting and challenging things 
than to live vicariously through reading about or watching others 
doing them. But there are a few readings I want to mention. 

Davs of War. Nights of Love and Eva si on by the Crimethlnc, col- 
lective. Days of War is an awesome collection of short essays and 
other fun stuff that has blown away myself and many of my friends. 
I can't do it justice with a short description— you'll have to check 
it out. Evasion is the book that my friend will soon be done with; 
it was originally a full-sized, hundred-page zine, written in '98, 
until Crimethlnc. got in touch with him about turning it into a 
book. It's all about adventure, rejection of work, beating the sys- 
tem, dumpstering and stealing, etc. Both books are highly rec- 
ommended. Check out www.crimethinc.com to order, and for other 
fun stuff. 

Industrial Soc iety and Its Future, a.k.a. The Ungfromber's Mani- 
festo, by Freedom Club (FC)/Theodore Kaczynski. Incredibly radi- 
cal, and much more focused on what's actually going on in this 
world than either this zine is or, to a much lesser extent, than the 
above-mentioned books are. While this zine and those books fo- 
cus on how to break our chains and live our lives against all odds, 
the Unabomber's manifesto details with frightening clarity the 
truths that we attempt to deny about what exactly it is that we're 
escaping from, what's going wrong, and how urgent it is that we 
stop it. He is able to see past the reactions of many of us 
(<COUGH>liberals<COUGH>), still mentally enslaved in one way 
or another, against a force that is much larger and deeply-rooted 
than we may dare to recognize, and dares the reader to face up 
to the fact that we have to take some huge and painful risks in 
order to truly "save the world". This is a very serious piece of 
literature, to say the least, and yet the larger picture it has made 
me seen has enabled me to focus on living a liberating life, no 
matter how small mine is in the grand scheme of things. 

Aside from those three things, I have no specific recommenda- 
tions, i encourage you to explore the literary world and read 
whatever you want to, but remember not to fool yourself into 
thinking there's any point in reading anything that bores you. 
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When I first started writing this I thought it would be really simple. 
I just wrote off of the top of my head and ended up digressing 
way too much. But this matters to me way more than any five- 
paragraph -essay ever did, and it deserves my time accordingly, 
YOU deserve my time. So III try to put some thought, time and 
effort into this, although I'm not claiming perfection. Let me ex- 
plain why and for whom this exists. 

This is a zine about dropping out of school— and dropping in to 
everything else the universe has to offer; or rather, taking action 
to appropriate it for yourself. I'm writing this because it's what I 
know. Dropping out of high school was the best decision I've ever 
made, and I have plenty of older friends who wish they'd done 
the same. I see my peers getting caught up in a boring, stressful 
cycle (which may seem new and ex citi ng, or at leas t somehow 
"important" now... but if the experience of a"l most all workers I've 
talked to can be used to predict anyone else's future, these illu- 
sions will wear off) that will most likely consume the rest of their 
iives. This is a crucial point for all of us, and if we don't take back 
our lives nowXhen they may be gone forever. 

So, although I'd be thrilled if a middle-aged CEO read this and/as 
a result, quit his job and went to live with (after apologizing, of 
course!) the "savage" inhabitants of "third world" lands he once 
destroyed for profit— this is not for him. I am specifically writing 
this for teenagers. I spend far too much time with older crowds 
and have become distanced from my peers, with whom I am now 
realizing I may share a lot of common experiences and emotions. 
And although I am an anarchist, and I'm involved with the punk/ 
hardcore scene, I don't care if you know what "anarchism" means 
or if you can name one hardcore band. So if you're in school at 
all, my friend, this is for YOU. 

You may not like what I have to say. You may not really feel like 
this applies to you yet, but I hope you will eventually realize that 
it does. I discourage showing this to your parents or teachers... 
unless they're down for the cause. All I ask is that you read this 
with an open mind (well, hopefully you approach everything that 
way). Skip around, read whatever sections interest you, and don't 
let anything I write about at one point that you disagree with 
negate anything else I have to say that may be valuable to you. 
Because this is about you. Never forget that: your life is about 
you, And upon greater re-evaluation of what we truly want, maybe 
we'll discover that looking out for ourselves means caring for oth- 
ers, that being selfish can be generous. 



My friend who's working on that book is here next to me right 
now. He's 25, and he's been living adventurously and work-free 
since he was 18. I've talked to him about this before. The way he 
sees It (and this is my own paraphrasing, of course), sleeping on 
roofs, pulling scams, stealing, and dumpster diving are now his 
well-learned means of existence, just like working and consum- 
ing are a means of existence for most people; the difference is 
that he spends less time acquiring the food and shelter he needs 
to survive (since those 40+ hours a week most people work, along 
with the time they spend shopping and paying bills and driving, is 
all just what they do to pay for their food, shelter, etc), and his 
ways of doing that are more adventurous and diverse anyhow; 
plus, he's completely free at any time to go wherever he wants 
and do whatever he wants, and hell still be able to get by. Be- 
yond existance, he is able to explore his passions freely; he can 
go to libraries or colleges and learn about anything that interests 
him; if he so chooses, he can settle down in a permanent space, 
or get a job, but why would he want to? He's really interested in 
writing at this point, and is learning about that; he can do what- 
ever he wants. We all can. I think that eventually, if we get tired 
of traveling and exploring and living for free with no particular 
aim for the future, whatever particularly interests us will come to 
us, just like my friend has slowly discovered his interest in writ- 
ing. And by then, we may have a good squat set up where we can 
work on our projects. And we'll be free at any time to decide to do 
somethinq else, if we so choose. 

I'm not sure of anything. I don't think it's very realistic to plan too 
extensively, or to put one's faith in the idea that they can predict 
the future. All I know is what I want to do right now, and I'm 
going to trust that. Our present desires are all we really have. 



That said... let's go! 
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